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A happy and successful 2008 to our readers,
authors and referees

A Chinese proverb says “Be not afraid of 
growing slowly, be afraid only of standing still”. 
The Swiss Medical Weekly grew in many ways in
2007, and with the help of you all will continue to
grow in 2008. Its impact factor increased in com-
parison to 2006 and more high quality manu-
scripts have been coming in. We were able to
focus more on subjects of interest falling within
the scope of our journal, dedicated as it is to clini-
cal science and basic science relevant to clinical
medicine. We were able to maintain our high
standards of quality peer review thanks to our
large team of national and international experts
(listed on page 25 of this issue), who provided us
with invaluable advice on manuscripts submitted
and selected for review after in-house scrutiny.
We express our warmest gratitude to them for
their commitment and shall continue to count on
their collaboration in the coming year. We also
thank our statistical advisor Jim Young, whose
sharp critical eye has done so much to improve
many manuscripts. Last year the editorial board
also grew with the addition of Paul Erne, in par-
tial replacement of our senior editor Werner
Straub, who has retired from the journal’s day-to-
day business. As a main architect of the new Swiss
Medical Weekly Professor Straub will, however,
continue to advise on tough decisions and help to
maintain the journal on its course of change and
renewal. 

In 2007 we adapted our instructions to au-
thors and now require clinical studies started after
October 1, 2007 to be entered in one of the pub-
lic international clinical trials registry platforms

[1]. For details see the advice to authors at
www.smw.ch. We have received several manu-
scripts based only on telephone inquiries and
questionnaires, mainly devoted to quality control,
often with low response rates and therefore un -
acceptable for publication. Desirous of assisting
potential authors in finding a more suitable jour-
nal for their work, we therefore included a rule
that we would no longer consider such studies for
publication in the future. However, having
learned that for many scientific questions, espe-
cially in the field of epidemiology, a scientific ap-
proach of this kind is crucial, we have decided to
withdraw this rule from our instructions to au-
thors and will continue to consider such papers. 

In 2008 we shall continue to work for the fur-
ther advancement of SMW, among other things
by stepping up our efforts to solicit reviews on
subjects of topical interest from active members
of the research community. And as usual, we shall
of course be pleased to receive spontaneous pro-
posals for interesting review articles, and are keen
to obtain the greatest number possible of stimu-
lating original papers from you. In 2008 we, as ed-
itorial board, shall be happy to continue serving
you as authors and readers of our open access
journal devoted to all aspects of clinical medicine.
We look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Andreas Schaffner
Editor-in-Chief
Swiss Medical Weekly
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What Swiss Medical Weekly has to offer:

• SMW’s impact factor has been steadily
rising. The 2006 impact factor is 1.346.

• Open access to the publication via
the Internet, therefore wide audience
and impact

• Rapid listing in Medline
• LinkOut-button from PubMed

with link to the full text website
http://www.smw.ch (direct link from

each SMW record in PubMed)

• No-nonsense submission – you submit
a single copy of your manuscript by
e-mail attachment

• Peer review based on a broad spectrum
of international academic referees

• Assistance of professional statisticians
for every article with statistical analyses

• Fast peer review, by e-mail exchange
with the referees

• Prompt decisions based on weekly con-
ferences of the Editorial Board

• Prompt notification on the status of
your manuscript by e-mail

• Professional English copy editing

Editorial Board
Prof. Jean-Michel Dayer, Geneva
Prof Paul Erne, Lucerne
Prof. Peter Gehr, Berne
Prof. André P. Perruchoud, Basel
Prof. Andreas Schaffner, Zurich

(editor in chief)
Prof. Werner Straub, Berne (senior editor)
Prof. Ludwig von Segesser, Lausanne

International Advisory Committee
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land
Prof. Anthony Bayes de Luna, Barcelona,

Spain
Prof. Hubert E. Blum, Freiburg, Germany
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many
Prof. Nino Kuenzli, Los Angeles, USA
Prof. René Lutter, Amsterdam,

The Netherlands
Prof. Claude Martin, Marseille, France
Prof. Josef Patsch, Innsbruck, Austria
Prof. Luigi Tavazzi, Pavia, Italy

We evaluate manuscripts of broad clinical
interest from all specialities, including
experimental medicine and clinical in-
vestigation.

We look forward to receiving your paper!

Guidelines for authors:
http://www.smw.ch/set_authors.html

All manuscripts should be sent in electronic
form, to:

EMH Swiss Medical Publishers Ltd.
SMW Editorial Secretariat
Farnsburgerstrasse 8
CH-4132 Muttenz

Manuscripts: submission@smw.ch
Letters to the editor: letters@smw.ch
Editorial Board: red@smw.ch
Internet: http://www.smw.ch
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