
Swiss Medical Weekly on the eve of 2003

After two years of experience as an English-lan-
guage journal and combining our longstanding
tradition as a medical journal with all the modern
electronic networking, it’s time to thank all con-
tributors for their support.

In the first place we would like to express our
gratitude to our referees, many of them from
abroad. They made it possible to provide authors
and readers with a high standard of peer review-
ing, a process vital to our Journal. Making contact
with new experts all over the world (see page 24)
allowed us to pick experts in the many fields cov-
ered by manuscripts comprising clinical medicine,
basic research, neurosciences and humanities. 

To our thanks to the contributors of manu-
scripts and comments we would like to add our
hope that our services to their community fulfilled
their needs. We were able to maintain our stan-
dards of publishing a manuscript within 4-6 weeks
after submission of the final revised version of their
work. We apologize for some delays that occurred
in the reviewing process caused by a minority of
referees not keeping the proposed time schedule. 

Access to full text manuscripts through Inter-
net at no cost for anyone was possible on the same
day the Journal is published. Cooperation with

Medline was superb, allowing rapid access for
readers, referees and authors to scientific material
through this database essential to the scientific
community.

The submission of manuscripts permitted us
to maintain and increase our standards. We elected
to reject 48.2% of manuscripts last year compared
to 35.1% in 2001. While we would like to see the
individual volumes of the Journal being increased
by one or two articles we will not allow this to hap-
pen at the price of a reduced scientific quality or
pertinence. The fraction of papers from abroad in-
creased from 27% to 48% in 2002, yet we would
like to see a further increase of the number of for-
eign submissions. To support this opening and un-
derline our editorial policy in this regard we have
launched an European Young Investigator’s Award
honoring the author of the best submitted manu-
script (see last page) with a prize of 30’000 Euro.
We are impatient to see this opening grow over the
next years.

With all our gratitude we send you our best
wishes for the New Year

For the Editorial Board
Andreas Schaffner, MD
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What Swiss Medical Weekly has to offer:

• SMW’s impact factor has been steadily 
rising, to the current 1.537

• Open access to the publication via
the Internet, therefore wide audience 
and impact

• Rapid listing in Medline
• LinkOut-button from PubMed 

with link to the full text 
website http://www.smw.ch (direct link
from each SMW record in PubMed)

• No-nonsense submission – you submit 
a single copy of your manuscript by 
e-mail attachment 

• Peer review based on a broad spectrum 
of international academic referees

• Assistance of our professional statistician
for every article with statistical analyses

• Fast peer review, by e-mail exchange with
the referees 

• Prompt decisions based on weekly confer-
ences of the Editorial Board

• Prompt notification on the status of your
manuscript by e-mail

• Professional English copy editing
• No page charges and attractive colour 

offprints at no extra cost

Editorial Board
Prof. Jean-Michel Dayer, Geneva
Prof. Peter Gehr, Berne
Prof. André P. Perruchoud, Basel
Prof. Andreas Schaffner, Zurich 

(Editor in chief)
Prof. Werner Straub, Berne
Prof. Ludwig von Segesser, Lausanne

International Advisory Committee
Prof. K. E. Juhani Airaksinen, Turku, Finland
Prof. Anthony Bayes de Luna, Barcelona, Spain
Prof. Hubert E. Blum, Freiburg, Germany
Prof. Walter E. Haefeli, Heidelberg, Germany
Prof. Nino Kuenzli, Los Angeles, USA
Prof. René Lutter, Amsterdam, 

The Netherlands
Prof. Claude Martin, Marseille, France
Prof. Josef Patsch, Innsbruck, Austria
Prof. Luigi Tavazzi, Pavia, Italy

We evaluate manuscripts of broad clinical
interest from all specialities, including experi-
mental medicine and clinical investigation.

We look forward to receiving your paper!

Guidelines for authors:
http://www.smw.ch/set_authors.html

All manuscripts should be sent in electronic form, to:

EMH Swiss Medical Publishers Ltd.
SMW Editorial Secretariat
Farnsburgerstrasse 8
CH-4132 Muttenz

Manuscripts: submission@smw.ch
Letters to the editor: letters@smw.ch
Editorial Board: red@smw.ch
Internet: http://www.smw.ch

Swiss Medical Weekly: Call for papers
Swiss 
Medical Weekly

The many reasons why you should 
choose SMW to publish your research 

Official journal of
the Swiss Society of Infectious disease
the Swiss Society of Internal Medicine
the Swiss Respiratory Society
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