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Lukas Zimmerli

Division of Internal Medicine, University Hospital Zurich, Switzerland

The authors thank Dr Romanens for his valuable comments
[1]. In our review article we consider cardiac computed
tomography as an alternative to coronary angiography, es-
pecially in patients at intermediate risk for coronary heart
disease [2]. We are fully aware that Dr Romanens does
not agree with this recommendation by the Swiss Medical
Board. These contradicting views have been published in
detail elsewhere [3, 4].
We fully agree with Dr Romanens that every technique and
examination needs adequate training and quality control.
Furthermore, we also agree that cardiovascular risk calcu-
lation has to respect the population for which it has been
validated. We included the Framingham risk calculator in
our recommendation because the Swiss Medical Weekly
targets an international readership also.
The aim of this review was to give as comprehensive an
overview as possible, considering space limitations, on the
various topics that should be addressed during a check-up
examination. We did not comment on differing opinions
between Dr Romanens and the Swiss Medical Board re-

garding cholesterol treatment in healthy individuals as this
was beyond the scope of the check-up and thus our review.
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